Fiber optic cable failure in West Asia

Article Overview

Undersea fiber optic cables in the Red Sea were severed near Jeddah, Saudi Arabia,
disrupting internet connectivity across West Asia and parts of Asia.

Incident Overview

A series of undersea cable cuts in the Red Sea caused widespread internet
slowdowns and increased latency in countries including India, Pakistan, Kuwait, and
the United Arab Emirates . The affected infrastructure includes the SMW4 (Southeast
Asia-Middle East-Western Europe 4) and IMEWE (India-Middle East-Western Europe)
cable systems, which are critical for cross-continental data traffic . These cables carry
an estimated 17% of global internet traffic, making the Red Sea a key digital corridor
linking Asia, Europe, and Africa .

Impact on Connectivity

The cable failure led to slower internet speeds, higher latency, and sporadic outages
for millions of users in the region . Major cloud services, including Microsoft Azure,
reported that traffic routed through West Asia experienced delays, although traffic
bypassing the region remained unaffected . Telecom providers in the UAE, such as e&
and du, issued advisories acknowledging the disruptions and confirmed that technical
teams were working to restore normal service .

Possible Causes -
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Article Content
Feb 12, 2026
Fiber optics-failure modes and mechanisms

A study was conducted to investigate the frequency and cause of failures of fiber-
optic transmitters, waveguides, receivers,

Jan 23, 2026
Sub-Sea Cable Outages In Red Sea Affecting Connectivity In India

Internet monitoring group NetBlocks has reported a series of sub-sea cable outages
in the Red Sea, negatively

Jul 09, 2026
Red Sea Cable Cuts Disrupt Internet In India, Pakistan, Middle East

Undersea cable cuts in the Red Sea disrupted internet access in parts of Asia and the
Middle East, including India,

Jan 11, 2026
What we know about the cut subsea cables in the Red

Two cables linking Europe to the Middle East and Asia have been reportedly cut in the
Red

Aug 18, 2025
Red Sea cables are cut, disrupting internet in Asia and the Mideast ...

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Undersea cable cuts in the Red Sea disrupted
internet access in parts of Asia

Nov 26, 2025
Subsea Communication Cables in Southeast Asia: A Comprehensive

Southeast Asia''s maritime geography, geological features, and underwater
topography render cables in the region

Sep 25, 2025
What Damages Fiber-Optic Cables? Key Risks and Mitigation Strategies

Even small forms of damage—from a bent cable to a rodent bite—can disrupt signals,
cause costly outages, and

Sep 26, 2025
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Undersea Cables Disruption: Undersea cables cut in Red Sea:

International Business News: Internet services across parts of Asia and the Middle
East faced disruptions after

Nov 12, 2025
Red Sea cable cuts trigger internet chaos across Asia and the Middle ...

A sudden failure in undersea cables running through the Red Sea has slowed the
digital heartbeat of Asia and the

Mar 07, 2026
Cable Faults & Maintenance Archives

Pakistan Restores SMW5 Subsea Cable Internet Services Across Pakistan Restored,
Says PTA By Business

Jul 26, 2025
Middle East internet slowdowns could last months after Red Sea cable ...

Repairing damaged underwater cables is a complex process that can take weeks or
even months, as previous

Sep 15, 2025
Fiber Failures in Cables and Interconnecting Devices

In optical transmission impairments accompanied by fiber mechanical failures of
interconnecting devices, the environmental history

Nov 11, 2025
Red Sea cable breaks disrupt internet in Middle East, South Asia

This is not the first time countries have been impacted by simultaneous subsea cable
failures along the Red Sea route.

May 20, 2026
Cut submarine cables cause web outages across Africa; 6 countries

Thirteen countries across Africa experienced Internet outages on Thursday due to
damage to submarine fiber optic

May 28, 2026
A comprehensive analysis of common faults in communication fiber optic ...

Communication fiber optic cables are the backbone of modern telecommunication
networks, enabling high-speed data
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Oct 13, 2025
Undersea cables cut in the Red Sea, disrupting internet access in Asia ...

Undersea cable cuts in the Red Sea disrupted internet access in parts of Asia and the
Middle East, experts said

Oct 18, 2025
Submarine Cable Security at Risk Amid Geopolitical Tensions & amp ...

Explore the rising threats to global submarine cable networks amid escalating
geopolitical tensions, sabotage

Apr 15, 2026
Fiber optics-failure modes and mechanisms

This paper summarizes the specific failure modes uncovered for typical items such as
transmitters, receivers, fiber, cable, connectors

Apr 30, 2026
Undersea chokepoints: The Red Sea cable disruptions

Months after the Houthi assaults on commercial sea-faring vessels traversing the Red
Sea, the rebels exacerbated

May 29, 2026
Multiple Subsea Fiber Cuts in Red Sea Impact Traffic

Multiple subsea fiber optic cables in the Red Sea suffered simultaneous cuts on
September 6, 2025, disrupting global

May 14, 2026
Microsoft Word

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY The selection of cables and their reliability in fiber optic
telecommunications systems has now replaced the

Jun 01, 2026
International Cable Breaks in Red Sea Cause Latency Surge Across

A series of undersea cable cuts in the Red Sea have caused widespread internet
slowdowns across Asia and the

Jul 31, 2025

7 Common Issues Requiring Professional Fibre Optic Cable Repairs
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Fibre optic cable repairs are crucial when dealing with physical damage, signal loss,
and connector problems. This

Feb 08, 2026
Internet access in Middle East and Asia disrupted after '""undersea ...

Internet access in Middle East and Asia disrupted after "undersea cables cut"
Microsoft said in a status update that the

Dec 07, 2025
Multiple Fiber-Optic Cables Severed, Affecting Connectivity Across Asia ...

Multiple undersea cables were severed in the Red Sea over the weekend, disrupting
internet connectivity across parts

Jul 19, 2026
Undersea Cables Disruption: Undersea cables cut in Red Sea:

Internet services across parts of Asia and the Middle East faced disruptions after
undersea cables in the Red Sea were

Apr 02, 2026
Fiber Optic Troubleshooting: Expert Guide for Common Issues

Fiber optic troubleshooting is an essential skill for network administrators,
technicians, and engineers responsible for

Mar 30, 2026
What we know about the Red Sea cable cuts disrupting internet

Undersea cable cuts in the Red Sea have disrupted internet access in parts of Asia
and the Middle East, experts said

Oct 01, 2025
Red Sea cable cuts trigger latency for Azure, cloud services across ...

Undersea cable damage in the Red Sea disrupted internet access across parts of Asia
and the Middle East over the

Nov 14, 2025
An overview of fiber failures in cables and interconnecting devices

In the case of optical transmission failures of fiber optic cables, we show that the
environmental history of the cables

Sep 02, 2025
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Red Sea cable chaos: Why the Internet didn''t go dark

On Saturday (September 6, 2025) multiple undersea submarine cables in the Red Sea
had been severed, causing widespread

Apr 03, 2026

What are the most common fiber optics problems?

Compared to copper-based Internet, fiber optic communications can accommodate
May 07, 2026

Red Sea cables cut, disrupting internet access in Asia and the ...

Undersea cable cuts in the Red Sea disrupted internet access in parts of Asia and the
Middle East, experts said Sunday.

Mar 02, 2026
Fiber Optic Cable Failures in the Field And How to

Fiber optic cables are the backbone of modern communications, delivering high-
speed data
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